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Erasure poem from the Covid-19 lockdown
In Paris, March 2020

Eloise O’'Dwyer Armary

These poems are extracted from my verse novel, Fallow (WIP), which traces the journey of a student in
Paris who turns climate activist during the COVID-19 pandemic. The erasure poems use newspaper clips
or articles which I translated from French to English. I extracted words and phrases into standalone poems
to subvert the plain meaning of these texts at first reading. The erasure poems chart a quest for meaning
behind the pandemic and hidden conversations with Covid-19 as a non-human entity. In a time of lock-
downs, when community care meant physical isolation, the act of erasure becomes a symbol for a new
common space, and tentatively, social change. The form creatively echoes the critical trend to perceive the
COVID-19 pandemic as a unique opportunity to reflect on humanity’s responsibilities for the climate cri-
sis and ecological loss. (Corvino, 2021; Geiger, 2021).

I'm a civilian.

Mathias Wargon, 53, head of emergency medicine at Delafontaine Hospital in Saint-Denis

I don’t
want
war

Our
missions are
emergency ,

real life

I live only in

Fear.
Fear Fear

Fear Fear

143



Interfere: Journal for Critical Thought and Radical Politics Special Issue: January 2026

“ d on’t want
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Fear Fear Fear

(Wargon, 2020)
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